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LEARNING WEEKEND 2010 
 

     The Learning Weekend is a creative program that provides opportu-

nities for families of sensory impaired children to learn about deafness, 

share their experiences with other families, and learn how to communi-

cate more fully with one another in a warm, caring atmosphere.   

 This will be our 14th Learning Weekend. At each of our previous 

Learning Weekends we have had more than 100 participants including 

parents, professionals, children of all ages, both deaf and hard of hearing 

and their siblings. In addition to the wealth of information that was pre-

sented by audiologists, computer specialists, transition specialists, 

speech therapists, teachers of the deaf, assistive technology specialists 

and parents. Participants especially benefited from interacting with each 

other. Therefore, your presence at this weekend will help ensure that it 

continues to be a valuable experience for everyone involved.   

 The focus of the weekend is to enhance each individual’s personal 

knowledge of deafness  and how it relates to the education and develop-

ment of their child. Information in the form of informal workshops, 

group discussions (parent groups, kids groups, siblings groups, etc.) and 

hands-on activities will be offered. Child care and recreation for the chil-

dren (siblings included) will also be available at no charge. Families will 

be reimbursed for mileage at the current state rate. The weekend may 

include the following topic areas: 
 Familiarize parents with their parental rights and responsibilities under 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (new IDEA). 

 Provide information about the CST/IEP  process. 

 Provide up-to-date information as it pertains to the deaf and hard of 

hearing. 

 Provide a forum for parents to discuss their concerns as it relates to be-

ing  the parent of a deaf or hard of hearing child. 

 Introduce parents to various technology in the area of the deaf and hard 

of hearing i.e. VRS, remote captioning, distance interpreting, signal 

devices, etc. 

 Clarify for siblings the needs of deaf and hard of hearing. 

 Discussion when hearing children become deaf. 

 Opportunities to interact and share ideas with deaf adults. 

 Let parents share ideas for involving their children in family and com-

munity activities.   

 

 

Sunday - June 6th    
8:45 AM 

All children should reunite with their teams (groups) in the dining 

room.  Children going to the nursery should be taken there by the parents 

at this time.  

 

9:00 AM - Noon 

This will be a continuation of Saturday’s activities (with the exception of 

no swimming).  The children will be in the Mustang Center, MSDB 

Computer Lab, MSDB Playground and/or the activity room. The children 

will be in the same groups they have been in for the last couple of days. 
The children will remain in the Mustang Center until they are reunited with their 

families for lunch and the trip home. 

 

Presenter Bios 
Several of the Presenter Bio’s were NOT available at Press Time  
 

Connie Phelps is the Executive Director for MTAP.  Connie served as an MTAP 

Equipment Distribution Specialist before becoming Executive Director. In addition 

to her Executive Director duties, Connie, who received her educational interpreter 

certification from Front Range College in Colorado, has taught sign language and 

Deaf culture to the parents and siblings of Deaf children. In 2006, Connie was 

elected to serve as President of the Telecommunications Equipment Distribution 

Program Association (TEDPA), a national association of equipment distribution 

programs.  
 

Pamela C. Snedigar, MPA—Director of the Gallaudet University Regional Center 

at Ohlone College in Fremont, CA.  Pam is a lifelong resident of the Bay Area, 

where her deaf parents settled. Pam received her B.S., Paralegal Certificate and her 

Masters in Public Administration from California State University Hayward. She 

was a paralegal at the California Center for Law and the Deaf (CalCLAD) for 10 

years; in that capacity she provided direct services, legislative review, advocacy 

training and community education. Since then she has completed her coursework for 

a Doctorate in Education in Higher Education – Community College Administration 

from Alliant International University.  Her interests and current position have led her 

to develop many training and continuing education opportunities for professionals 

and families in the twelve western states. . 
 

Tami Hossler, M.A. 

Is a hearing parent, an advocate, a friend of the Deaf Community, and above all a 

mother. She resides with her husband in Ft. Myers, Florida.  Her youngest daughter 

is a graduate of the Indiana School for the Deaf (a bilingual school) and Gallaudet 

University. Her oldest hearing daughter is studying to be an interpreter. Tami is the 

Outreach chairperson for the Deaf Bilingual Coalition, a Board Member of the 

American Society for Deaf Children (ASDC), and the Editor of The Endeavor, a 

quarterly magazine for ASDC. 



Noon - 1:15 PM  Lunch  
Parents are responsible for the supervision of their children during lunch 

(and all meals).  Staff will bring the kids to the dining room where they 

will reunite with their parents.  (This will also give the staff supervising 

your children a well deserved break).  At 1:15 PM all of the children 

should remain in the dining room  so they may re-join their group for 

the afternoon activities.  

  

1:15 PM - 4:30 PM 
For this session there will be a variety of activities for the partici-

pants.  Some of the activities will include, swimming (in the Mustang 

Center), program practice, recreation activities, arts and crafts and 

snacks.  As a special treat we will have a Jolly Jumper (an enclosed 

jumping apparatus like they have at the fair) set up in front of the cot-

tages for all of the children to enjoy. 

Parents, please come to the Mustang Center to pick up your children at 

4:30pm.  Parents will be responsible for the supervision of their chil-

dren  from this time until the start of the Children’s Program at 7:00. 

 

4:30 PM - 5:30 PM 

The pool will be open for families to enjoy a swim together.   

 

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM  

Barbecue and Social Time   Take this time to enjoy the dinner and 

socialize with other families and participants.  Please leave a few min-

utes before 7:00 to allow time for the children to get in place for the 

performance. 

 

7:00 PM - 7:30 PM  

Children’s Program All of the children (except the nursery age chil-

dren) will put on a performance in the Mustang Center.  Come and en-

joy the performance that the children have been preparing for the partici-

pants and the special guests.  Bring your camera’s because this is a real 

treat!   At the conclusion of the Children’s Program all children will 

head to the cottages for additional activities and a snack.   
 

7:30 PM - 9:30 PM  
A video movie will be shown in the cottage. There will be snacks 

available for the children.   
 

9:30 PM  At the conclusion of the Parent Program all parents should 

go to Yellowstone cottage and pick up their children.   

 

Schedule & 

Description of Presentations 
Topics are subject to change based on demand and availability 

Friday - June 4th    
4:00 PM – 6:00 PM  Arrive at MSDB. Follow the big sign to the Regis-

tration area (Yellowstone Activity Room) -  It’s easy to find!  We will 

welcome you, get you registered, present everyone in your family with a 

cool ―Learning Weekend‖ T-shirt and provide you with a personal escort 

to your own quarters in the Cottages of MSDB.  A family photo will be 

taken when you arrive and will be used in your weekend ―memory book-

let‖.  We’ll also show you where the dining room is for the Friday night 

pizza and other meals. Each family is provided with their own suite of 

rooms and we do our best to make assignments according to individual 

needs and preferences.  (Sometimes the grown-ups even get a room to 

themselves).  Of course everyone gets his or her own bed. Usually each 

family has their own bathroom, sometimes two depending on the size of 

the family. All of our Learning Weekend participants have the use of a full 

kitchen and living room area near their rooms. Towels and bedding are 

provided.  You just need to bring personal items such as soap, sham-

poo and toothpaste, and make sure you  bring your swimsuit!. 
 

6:00 PM – 6:30 PM   Meet back at the registration area and Sandy 

McGennis & Sarah Eyer will give you a fast and friendly tour of the 

MSDB campus.  This is a must for new participants and will help veterans 

and newcomers alike figure out where the presentations are taking place 

and where their children will be spending their time. 
 

6:30 PM – 7:15 PM  Come back to the dining room (remember we 

showed you this on the way to your room?).  The weekend will kick off 

with a warm welcome by MSDB’s Superintendent Steve Gettel while you 

enjoy pizza & refreshments.   Sarah Eyer will explain the schedule and 

introduce the staff.  After dinner, MSDB cottage staff will accompany 

your children to the Mustang Center and provide supervision until 

the parent program is completed.  Any children that wish to remain with 

their parents during this session are welcome to do so. 
 

 
7:15 PM – 9:00 PM  THE TEEN PANEL IS BACK!  This group of 

deaf and hard of hearing teens will share their experiences growing up and 

their plans for the future.  They will also answer questions to help with 

your own challenges.  This will be held in the IMC in the main Academic 

Building to allow for better seating and not quite so noisy.   



Aubrey Winans was born in Missoula, Montana. She is 12 years old.   Aubrey is 

a new student at MSDB where she lives in the cottage. Aubrey had gone to public 

school since pre-school. At the beginning of her seventh grade year her parents 

decided to make the change from public to MSDB. She has an interpreter for one 

class, at a public school.  Aubrey has a profound hearing loss. Aubrey has worn 

hearing aids since she was two years old. She enjoys sports such as, basketball, 

soccer, and swimming. Aubrey’s goal is to go to college and graduate some day. 

 

Joey Kohl is a freshman at Froid High School. He is fifteen years old. He has 

attended summer camp at MSDB the last 7 years.  He likes outdoor activi-

ties.  After high school he plans to attend the University of Montana.   

 
We will have two more participants—uncommitted at press time.  

 

9:15 PM - When the teen panel is finished, please go to the gym to pick 

up your children.  You can return to the cottage and will have the op-

portunity to visit with other families, let your kids play pool in the ac-

tivity room, watch TV or videos or try and get your kids to sleep.  If 

you forgot something or need anything, please ask any of our staff and 

they will be happy to assist you.  During this time most of the staff will 

be off duty and heading home to rest up for the next two days.   

Saturday - June 5th 
 
 

Refreshments will be available throughout the day 

7:45 AM – 8:45 AM  A great breakfast in the dining room, with a 

variety of good food to choose from and the best part is you don’t have 

to clean up all that spilled cereal.  
 

8:45 AM When you finish breakfast, everyone will gather outside (by 

the informational sign in front of the cottages) for our Learning Week-

end Group Photo.  No small task getting everyone to scootch together 

and hold still but it’s worth it (believe it or not, more than 100 people 

CAN fit into one picture!).  You will get your own copy of this master-

piece before you leave on Sunday along with a special memory book 

that will capture the essence of the weekend! 
 

Now the children and parents separate for the morning. We divide 

the children up into groups based mostly on age, but we consider 

friends, maturity level and interests.  The children then stay with their 

groups until they join you again for lunch.  Some of MSDB finest resi-

dential staff will be responsible for supervising your children and mak-

ing sure they enjoy the day as much as you do! Please refer to the “Kids Pro-

gram” for more information and your child’s schedule, which will be distributed during 

check-in.  
 

After the group photo, the adults will go to the Academic Building 

Friday - June 4th   
 7:15 PM - 9:15 PM  (children will be picked up in the dining room) 

All of the children will be involved in several ―Ice Breaker‖ exercises.  

This should be a real exciting time for the children to get to know each 

other and the staff they will be working with over the next couple of days.  

We will also begin working on the songs for the Saturday evening per-

formance  We will still have a few snacks left for those late comers! Any 

children that wish to remain with their parents during this session are wel-

come to do so. 

  

9:15 PM - All parents should go to the gym to pick up their children.  The 

parents will assume responsibility for the supervision of their children.  

 

Saturday - June 5th
 
 

9:00 AM– Noon   

Children ages birth to two will be in the cottage nursery with staff. Par-

ents should pick up their children  from the nursery prior to lunch and re-

turn them to the same location when they are done eating.  

Children ages three to five will be involved in a variety of activities 

throughout the day.   These activities will include: snacks,  program prac-

tice, indoor and outdoor activities which will include a trip to the MSDB 

playground (weather permitting).  Swimming (in the Mustang Center in 

the afternoon) will be available for this age group from 4:30 –5:30.  The 

activities for this group will remain flexible depending on the ages and 

abilities of the participants.  Saturday morning during breakfast your child 

or children ages six through eighteen will be assigned to various teams 

(groups).  These teams are designed to allow for the participants to be in-

volved with children their own age.  For this session there will be several 

different activities including:  computer time, program practice,  recreation 

activities and snacks.  In addition, a representative from the Montana Tele-

communications Access Program  will also have some small group activi-

ties for the children to enjoy.  They will have games for the kids and will 

learn about using a TDD, the Relay Service, etc.  Sometime during the 

morning session Debbie Metge & Kathy Johnson will also meet with the 

hearing siblings and provide them the opportunity to discuss their feelings 

regarding having a deaf sibling. This information (in general terms, while 

keeping siblings names confidential) will be shared with the parents dur-

ing the Sunday morning presentation. 

  

 



 

11:30 AM  

Sibling Summary 

Location - In the Main Library Area of the Academic Building 

Debbie Metge—MSDB Counselor/Kathy Johnson—Audiologist  

Debbie and Kathy will summarize the information that they gathered on 

Saturday from working with the sisters and brothers of the Deaf and Hard 

of Hearing children at the Learning Weekend.  They will share some in-

sights into how our children really feel about living with a sibling with a 

hearing loss.  Debbie and Kathy will share information on the impact of 

having a sibling with special needs and resources for further information.  

 

Wrap Up  

Location - Main Library Area of the Academic Building 

Mr. Steve Gettel, MSDB Superintendent will wrap up the weekend with 

closing comments and distribution of the photos that we took of you and 

your children that you get to take home. PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR 

SURVEY!!  Don’t be shy about making suggestions….we do read them 

and use the comments to plan the next Learning Weekend.  

 

12:00 PM  Pick up your child in the Mustang Center and enjoy lunch in 

the dining room!  

 

1:00 PM  All participants should be headed home. Phew… Have a safe 

trip home and we will see you next year! 

 

Kids Program 
 

The kids program is intended to provide entertainment and educational 

activities that will further the participants understanding of hearing loss 

and its impact on the family.  Activities are designed for not only the 

youth with hearing loss, but for their siblings and peers as well.  Partici-

pants are grouped by age and staff are assigned accordingly depending 

on the numbers of the participants and their individual needs.  If you 

have unique concerns regarding your child, please let us know and we 

will work with you to insure that everyone has a good time.  

 

Parents Please Note:  We expect the older children to serve as role 

models for the younger children and to make the Learning Weekend 

a fun and positive experience. 
  

(don’t worry, there are signs to guide you) for our morning presenta-

tions. 
 

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Family Dynamics with Your Deaf/HOH Child 
Location - Basement of the Academic Building  
Bo Acton & Carla Hanyzewski —Gallaudet University 
This workshop will focus on the Family Dynamics that occur when having a 

Deaf or Hard of Hearing member in the family with an emphasis on how this 

enriches your family.  Issues such as boundaries, roles and responsibilities, com-

munication, personality types, and traits of healthy families will be addressed. It's 

a lot of fun and full of practical information. 

   

Noon – 1:15 PM—Lunch-The staff will bring your children to the 

dining room.  Please find and supervise your own children so our 

Children’s Staff can have a break too.   
 

1:30 PM – 3:00 PM 

The Ins and Outs of Raising a Deaf Child  
Location - Basement of the Academic Building  
Tami Hossler, MA  
As a parent, Deaf or Hearing, we all know "It takes a village to raise a child."  

What are the challenges, the joys, and the unique experiences that we all share? 

In this presentation, Tami will share her journey and the lessons she has learned 

along the way. 

 

3:00 PM – 3:15 PM—Break  

 

3:15 PM – 4:30 PM   

Dad's Group - Frank Winans (Dad) will moderate  
Location - Basement of the Academic Building  
 

Mom’s Group - Allie Winans & Ellen Malmquist will moderate 
Location - Main Library Area of the Academic Building 
 

Join other parents for an opportunity to share your concerns and solutions regard-

ing raising a child with a hearing loss. This session continues to be an important 

part of our Learning Weekend. Many parents find it inspiring, comforting and 

even amusing. Parents are separated into "Moms" and "Dads", extended family is 

welcome of course. The session does not have an agenda; it is simply moderated 

by a Mom or a Dad who is raising a child with a hearing loss. This is 

a comfortable place to find out you're not alone, support others, and get some 

ideas to survive the journey. 

 
 

 



4:30 PM - 5:30 PM 

Free Time 
Parents, please come to the Mustang Center to pick up your children.  Parents 

and their children can cool off in the swimming pool during this period if they 

would like (children must be with parents to swim at this time).  Parents will be 

responsible for the supervision of their children from this time until the start of 

the Children’s Program at 7:00 PM 

 

5:30 PM - 6:45 PM 

Barbecue and Social Time—  Please take this time to introduce yourselves 

to our special guest and tell them what the Learning Weekend means to you.  

This will be held in the dining room. 

 

7:00 PM - 7:30 PM 

Children’s Show  

Location—Mustang Center 

Come and enjoy the performance that the children have been preparing 

for the participants and the special guests.  Bring your cameras (and 

tissues) because this is a real treat.  This year we will NOT have the 

talent show.  If this is something you would like please indicate on 

the evaluations that you want the talent show back!    

 

7:30 PM - 9:30 PM  

Parent Panel Introductions & Parent Panel 

Location—Main Library Area of the Academic Building 

Diane Moog— Principal, Montana School for the Deaf and the Blind 
Diane Moog is here to welcome you and inform you about issues relevant to the 

education of the deaf and hard of hearing children.  The panel consists of parents 

who will share their diverse experiences raising their deaf/hard of hearing child 

and deaf adults who will share their experiences growing up and how they were 

parented.  This is usually a favorite with our participants; very moving and infor-

mative.  Mrs. Moog will also introduce MSDB’s new Principal Kim Schwabe.  

 
Frank and Allie Winans - moved to Missoula from the east and west coast, re-

spectively, in the mid 90's.  They have two daughters, Aubrey, age 13 and Made-

line, age 6, both fertility babies. Both girls have a progressive hearing loss and 

will lose all of their usable hearing over time.  Frank and Allie are constantly 

honing their sign language skills and are active participants in planning their chil-

dren's education. 

 

Lawlee Weir - the mother of 4 sons. Her oldest, Cam, was born deaf.  Her story 

will talk about their journey from Petersburg, Alaska to Tacoma, Washington. 

She will also cover a variety of communication modes her family used from  SEE 

to Cued Speech.   Cam was married four years ago and now the family is learn-

ing ASL, as Cam’s wife is deaf.  This is a fascinating story!   

 

Sheryl Kohl - mother of Joseph, who has a unilateral hearing loss.  Along with 

her husband Dan they have five children, ages 25, 24, 20,  Joseph that is 15, and 

Mikey, age 6 ½ , who has lived with them for 3+ years.    They also are fortunate 

to have a daughter-in-law, son-in-law, and 2 ½ yr old granddaughter.  They live  

north of Poplar on the Fort Peck Reservation.   In addition to Mikey,  they have 

also fostered an additional 53 children in the past 7 ½ years.  As you will see their 

lives revolve around our children’s activities, and when time allows they enjoy 

camping and traveling.  

 
9:30 - ? Please pick up your children from the cottage.  You are encour-

aged to socialize and visit with the other participants until . . . ?  

 

Sunday - June 6th    
7:45 AM – 8:45  AM   

Another great breakfast in the dining room. Then the children go with 

their groups and the adults head back to the main academic building. 
 
9:00 AM  – 10:00 AM   

Montana Telecommunications Access Program 

At press time Hamilton Relay was still in the process of determining 

which of their representatives would attend our Learning Weekend. 

These folks always provide some wonderful insight to the families.  In 

addition, the MTAP staff will take a few minutes to discuss current tech-

nologies 
 

10:00 AM  – 10:15 AM   Break  
 

10:15 AM – 11:30 AM  

Money for Healthcare Doesn’t Grow on Trees!  Who Can Help? 

Representatives from Healthy Montana Kids Plus (formerly Montana 

Medicaid), Healthy Montana Kids (formerly CHIP), and Children’s 

Special Health Services will be providing a general overview of each of 

their program’s benefits and services.   This will include financial assis-

tance that may be available for amplification.  

You will be provided with informational handouts and applications (if 

needed), and the presenters will be available to answer questions or ad-

dress your specific concerns immediately following the presentation.   If 

you are in the application process with any of these programs or think you 

may be eligible to apply, we encourage you to pick up an application and 

visit with these representatives while they are here. 

 

Please take this opportunity to meet with the knowledgeable staff from 

each of these programs and have your questions answered! 

 


